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Learning a language isn’ t easy
for most of us. Like any new skill,
it requires time and effort. English
classes in many Japanese schools
place a strong focus on grammar

1 ; with fixed answers, while real

’ English conversation is quite the

¥& JrRvY  opposite. Over the years, several

students have said to me “But that’ s different to what

my junior high school teacher taught me!” It’s easy to

see why some people find the switch to conversation
somewhat overwhelming.

Speaking has far fewer rules than writing, so general
conversation offers us the chance to enjoy language in
a more relaxed setting. YIFA’ s English Salon offers
people an excellent opportunity to simply enjoy
English.Yes! Enjoy English. Don’ t worry about making
mistakes - Everyone makes mistakes!

In the Monday morning English Salon class, we
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regularly practice asking and answering basic
questions, and review basic vocabulary, opposite
adjectives, numbers, and time. Another focus is
speaking about everyday life and asking simple
follow-up questions. Members also give a short
presentation about a topic of their choice once a
month. Various other texts such as short news articles,
short conversations and gap-fill exercises are also
used.

In the Monday night class, we usually spend the first
15 minutes or so chatting about a variety of topics as
a warm-up, then move on to a news article (for
vocabulary, pronunciation, social context) and finally
break into groups, using questions related to the news
article as a base for discussion.

It is my hope that people who attend these classes
will be able to enjoy speaking and become more
confident English conversationalists! Let’ s relax and
enjoy English together at YIFA’ s English Salon!
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